
I am third…October 8, 2020 
 
Kola(Lakota word for "friend"): 
 
A brief message during this wonderful re-entry to summer: 
 
**October 9 - no school - professional development day for staff 
   October 12 - No school - Observation of Native American Day 
   October 23 - End of first quarter 
   October 28 - Picture re-takes 
   November 2 and 5 evening, November 6 all day - Parent Teacher Conferences 
      (These will be virtual - your teacher will contact you) 
  November 11 - No School - Veteran's Day 
 
**We have collected a large selection of lost and found items - We will be placing those on 
tables next week for recovery by students - Any that are not recovered, we will deliver to 
organizations in need.  Remind your learners to take a look and pick up any lost items - we 
will, too. 
 
**Covid news - cautiously optimistic today - Tuesday of next week, we will return all 
students who may have been caught in the web of close contact and have no students out 
due to any covid-related issue(fingers crossed!).  Another tribute to the diligence and care 
of learners, staff and community.  Let's keep it going!!!(Special thanks to Mrs. Jensen, our 
school nurse and Mrs. Horst, our administrative assistant for their daily assistance, wisdom 
and discretion.) 
 
**Please take time Monday to remind your learner of the observance of Native American 
Day. 
 
** One of my boyhood heroes passed last week...I was lucky enough to have watched, cheered 
for and remember Mr. Gale Sayers, running back for the Chicago Bears, one of the youngest 
ever elected to the football hall-of-fame.   His grace and his talent, was not confined to 
Wrigley Field(where the Bears played at that time) - it was transcendent and marked his 
character off the field as well.  He lived by a simple creed of priority:  God, Family and 
friends...and "I am third".  At this time in American history, perhaps time to reflect deeply on 
that simple formula.  No matter your religion or indifference to, seeing the best in others and 
living a life for others, caring intently about those around us we must be grateful to, and 
always placing ourselves in the service of others by exploiting our gifts for others.  Mr. Sayers 
humbly lived his life this way, as extraordinary man doing the ordinary each day to make the 
world a better place.   My hopes your weekend is one of rumination on that simple and 
powerful way of life..and there is a great depth to your joy... 
 



Loyal and willing servant to the Camelot and Brookings Community....Kevin 
 


